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I am happy to report that the Cincinnati Fire Museum has been
successfully serving our mission even through the trials and
restrictions brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. In 2021, the
Cincinnati Fire Museum celebrated a lot of firsts. We had a very
successful first ever music series, organized our first firefighter
cook-off event, enjoyed a beer made in our honor at Northern Row
Brewery and Distillery dubbed The Hoser, completed the installation
of our first fine arts exhibit featuring paintings by Ned Stern,
installed a photography exhibit curated to honor local heroes and
commemorate the 20th anniversary of 9/11, and also accessioned
the uniform of fallen Cincinnati Firefighter, Daryl Gordon, into our
collection, to memorialize his legacy and augment our Line of Duty
Death exhibition. 

I have the utmost confidence that our momentum will continue in
2022. As I type this, paint is drying in our basement gallery exhibition
area, and new carpet is slated to be installed early March. We are
gearing up for a new immersive exhibit in our existing theater that
will add an exciting element to our museum. 

With so much loss and uncertainty in the world right now as we
traverse a pandemic, I am committed to staying grateful. I am most
certainly grateful that the City of Cincinnati has such an incredible
Fire Department with a rich history to preserve. I am also grateful
that I have the privilege to be the executive director of our important
museum, managing the operations, programming, and historic
preservation of a Fire Department with such an extraordinary past. I
am grateful that in the new year, we have a wonderful community
who supports us and sees the value in the work we do - stewarding
one of the nation's most important fire related collections and
teaching fire safety education to the community, with an emphasis
on youth. 

In 2021, the
Cincinnati Fire

Museum
celebrated a lot

of firsts.
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Director's Statement

Sarah Strickland
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

-  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
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Board of Trustees
Staff and Board

Ray Panko, President

Hanover Specialty Industrial Property

Jason Stelter
Cincinnati Fire Department

Tom Hardy, Treasurer and Vice President
Unity Financial Life Insurance, Chairman

Cathy Ritter, Secretary 
Cincinnati Fire Department

William Brown, Vice President
WEBCO, Inc. 

Alvin Roehr, Vice President
The Roehr Agency, CEO

Michael Washington
Cincinnati Fire Department, Chief

Matt Alter
IAFF Local 48, President

Jennifer Greis
American RV Storage

Vickie Goodson
Cincinnati Fire Department, Ret. 

Dan Driehaus
Driehaus Insurance Group, CEO

Chris Dalambakis
Steelcase

Ruby Miller
Public and Fire Retirees of Ohio

Gary Miller
American Red Cross, Ret.

Scott Csendes
KZF Design

Hans Zimmer
Cors & Bassett

Bryan Young
St. Bernard Fire Department, Chief

STAFF
Sarah Strickland
Executive Director

Alice Wize
Gift Shop and Admissions Manager

Payton Combs
Birthday Party Coordinator

William "Gumby" Donovan
Events Coordinator

VOLUNTEERS

Gerald Belle
Cincinnati Fire Department

Charles Riefle
Cincinnati Fire Deparment

Brian Doering
Cincinnati Fire Department

Charles "Chuck" Klahm
Cincinnati Fire Department, Ret. 

Mike Kruer
Cincinnati Fire Department, Ret. 

Jim Brown
Cincinnati Fire Department, Rt.



Our Mission

Our Vision
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The purpose of this report is to offer a snapshot of the Cincinnati
Fire Museum in 2021, which marked the Museum's 41st
anniversary. This report details events we organized and partook
in, special programming we offered, and our financials for 2021.
This report also serves to recognize the names of those whose
generous donations, enabled us to continue serving our mission
and honoring our vision. 

Executive Summary

To share and celebrate
the history of firefighting
in Cincinnati, while
providing a unique fire-
safety experience. 

To bring the traditions
of firefighting to life in
a museum that helps
save lives. 

Cincinnati Fire Department Lt. Justin Peter
presents the history of the CFD to the latest
recruit class in the CFM 2nd floor event space.



The exhibits highlighting this important period feature an impressive horse-drawn steam
pumper, ladder wagons, helmets, badges, and many more fascinating items. 
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The Cincinnati Fire Museum's Collection is comprised of
over 700 items plus a sizeable archive of photos,
documents, and records. It represents the firefighting
history of Cincinnati from the very first volunteer fire
company formed in 1808. The fire alarm drum and brass
key to the first fire house in 1808, along with parade
hats, impressive hand pumped engines, and wooden
water pipes have been displayed to illustrate the
exciting bucket brigade years of the Cincinnati Fire
Volunteers. 

In 1852, Shawk and Latta of Cincinnati built the nation's
first steam fire pumper. This invention paved the way
for Cincinnati to establish the first professional fire
department in the United States in 1853. 

In 1917, Cincinnati became one of the nation's first fully-motorized fire companies, and the
Ahrens-Fox Company of Cincinnati emerged as a leading builder of fire equipment. Two full-
size Ahrens-Fox Engines in all their glory, are featured along with many other pieces of
equipment. The outstanding collection of artifacts and graphics are the nucleus of the
Cincinnati Fire Museum, making it a unique and prominent national
 attraction. 

The CFM Collection

In 2021

one of the nation's most important fire related collections

                   the Cincinnati Fire Museum accessioned the uniform of
fallen Cincinnati Firefighter Daryl Gordon into our collection. The
uniform is displayed in a case and honors the life and legacy of
firefighter Gordon, a 30 year veteran of the Cincinnati Fire 
Department who gave his life in the line of duty on March 26, 2015
while battling a Madisonville fire. This exhibit was created in
partnership with the Cincinnati African American Firefighters
Association (CAFA).
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The Cincinnati Fire Museum, in conjunction with the
Cincinnati Fire Department, operates a world-class
fire safety education program designed to teach
participants how to prevent fires within the home
and how to protect themselves and escape should a
fire occur. The Museum presents information about
fire safety in a mock home environment. Docents, all
active duty firefighters who volunteer their time at
the Museum, lead a tour and discussion through
several rooms of the home. In each room, various
fire and burn hazards are demonstrated and 

explanations are 
offered as to how each can cause 
a fire and what can be done  to prevent it. 

In order to ensure  schools and families can 
participate in our program, we keep the group rate at a
minimum cost - only $3 per student. We depend on
gifts from donors and foundations to keep this cost
affordable to the community. The Cincinnati Fire
Museum is currently the only museum in Cincinnati that
saves lives through fire prevention. This is a vital role
that the Museum plays and a significant part of our
mission. Our program endeavors to make fire
prevention everyone's responsibility and to reduce the
number of fires and fire related deaths to help our city
have a healthier and safer future. 

Fire Safety Education
saving lives through fire prevention
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Visitorship

The Cincinnati Fire Museum
saw a 70% increase in visitors
over the past year. This drastic
surge was due in part to the
restrictive mandates put in
place in 2020 due to COVID-19.

who we serve
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In  2021,  we cont inued our  popular

onl ine  ser ies ,  inv it ing in  acc la imed
members  of  our  community  to

partake in  storytel l ing  and ta lk
about  f i re  safety,  f ree  to  the publ ic

v ia  Facebook L ive.  



In celebrati               on of the fiery musical talent  in
Cincinnati, the CFM hosted a variety of performers in
our 1907 Renaissance Revival firehouse. 

The performances were Facebook events, free to the
public. The first performance was by Mike Oberst from
the widely acclaimed band, The Tillers, which took
place on Friday, May 7 at 8:00 p.m. Our second event
included musicians of the Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra (CSO) performing beautiful movements from
Beethoven and Mozart that that took place on Friday,
May 14 at 8:00 p.m. Our last performance showcased
the powerful music of hip-hop artists, Sons of
Silverton, and occurred on Friday, May 21 at 8:00 p.m.
All performances were viewed from the Cincinnati Fire
Museum’s Facebook page. 

The F ire  Museum makes an excel lent
concert  venue and what  better  way to

showcase our  c i ty ’s  abundance of  ta lent
than invit ing music ians to  perform in

our  f i re  house,”  Sarah Str ick land,
Execut ive  Director  of  the C inc innat i  F i re
Museum contr ibuted.  She added,  “ I  love

the idea of  marry ing music  with
f i ref ight ing and a l lowing the community

to  hear  such g i fted performers  in  the
comfort  of  their  homes for  f ree.
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CFM Virtual Music Series

In celebration 



CFM Executive Director
interviewed for When

Pigs Fly podcast

Participation in the Cincinnati Museum 
Center's STEM Girls Virtual Series
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2021 CFM Happenings
In 2021, the CFM was invited to

participate in various activities
around Cincinnati.

Participation in the Cincinnati Art
Museum Museum's CAM Connect

CFM Volunteer and Retired CFD
firefighter, Jim Brown helps
Santa arrive in style at the
Cincinnati Museum Center

CFM Volunteer and CFD Firefighter
Gerald Belle teaches about holiday

fire safety on Chanel 12

Andrea Gutmann Fuentes
speaks about a New York City
Fire Department photograph

by Neal Slavin that is in the
CAM's collection, with Sarah

Strickland, Executive Director
of The Cincinnati Fire Museum.

https://www.facebook.com/CincyFireMuseum/?__cft__[0]=AZVG5NYwqvfS2obek8ngtGnzhKOhkOia4eiC2s50g1kbvWx9_A6rhYfz0FN-YbjgX4U4HH8caw0nG6mJ9M6tBc-47Rz6dzHcoF_3vGuatEBJVPFdrg8AqvWGUhaXHVkxSY7LKZtnt06dGNlLkMtHhYIo&__tn__=kK-R


Santa Rescue
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spreading holiday cheer

The Cincinnati Fire Museum was
excited to continue the popular
holiday event, the Santa Rescue, on 
 Saturday, November 27th at 12 p.m.
This was the third annual event of its
kind, in which Santa was rescued from
atop the Museum roof by the brave
firefighters of the Cincinnati Fire
Department.

While watching the Santa Rescue at noon
sharp was free, guests were also invited 
 inside for hot chocolate and snacks, the
opportunity to meet Santa, and receive
fire safety and history tours for the cost
of admission. Children under six are
always FREE.

While the Museum's priority is always to uphold our mission of teaching life-saving fire safety
education and ensuring the rich history of the City's fire department is preserved, we also host

events that engage and excite community members about everything the Fire Museum has to offer,             
--  Executive Director, Sarah Strickland.

Photographs by Steve Hagy
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Programs In 2021, we created seasonal
programming to engage our

visitors and provide fun ways to
explore our exhibits.
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Commemorating the 20th
Anniversary of 9/11

The CFM planned multiple events to commemorate the 20th anniversary 
of the attacks on the World Trade Center in which 343 New York City
firefighters made the Ultimate Sacrifice. 

THE CFM
hosted three
showings of

the play, 
The Guys,

presented by
Cincinnati
Ensemble
Theatre. 

LEFT: Members
of Fire & Iron

congregate at
the CFM for the

start of their
annual 9/11

Memorial
Ride.The group

donated $750
to the CFM. 

Above: The CFM
presented the
pohotographic
exhibit,
"Everyday
Heroes" in the
second floor
event space.

preserving history 
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Fundraising

Every year, the CFM
hosts a super bowl
party and fundraiser
to celebrate
America's favorite
sport and bring
supporters together
in an effort to raise
operating funds.

Northern Row
Brewery and
Distillery created a
beer in the CFM's
honor, the Hoser. A
portion of the
proceeds benefited
the CFM and we
graciously
accepted a
donation of
$1,677.

Our summer fundraiser was a raffle of
many wonderful baskets and prizes. The

CFM Summer Raffle raised $8,515.

funding our mission
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In 2021,                 the CFM celebrated 
the culinary talent of local firefighters, and 
raised funds for our non-profit, by hosting a firefighter
cook-off fundraiser. The event was held on November 13 at 7 p.m.
at the CFM and six local fire departments were represented. The
firefighter dishes were judged by a panel of local food experts that
included Chef Jean-Robert de Cavel, Chef Crystal Render of
Magnificent Morsels, and founder of 
Chowdown Cincinnati, Travis Setter. 
Attendees had the opportunity to taste the 
firefighters' dishes and vote for their 
favorite. Additionally, guests enjoyed a 
bar of beer and wine, cupcakes by Gigi's, 
charcuterie from Urban Stead, live music by 
the talented Aprina Johnson, and raffle 
prizes from popular Cincinnati institutions 
such as Nation Kitchen and Bar, Goodfellas 
Pizzeria, Taste of Belgium, Cincinnati Food 
Tours, and many more! 

CFM Firefighter Cook-Off
In 2021,

Kitchen and Bar, Goodfellas
Pizzeria, Taste of Belgium, Cincinnati Food
Tours, and many more!

funding our mission



COMPETING
FIREFIGHTER

CHEFS
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People's ChoiceSmoked Pork Shoulder
& Housemade

 BBQ Sauce
Meatball

Soup
Smoked Brisket Chili



Financial Year in Review

INCOME
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The Cincinnati Fire Museum relies heavily on
donations for operating support. These donations
come in the form of gifts from individual donors,
foundations, grant awards, memorial gifts, and
corporate support. We also receive support from the
Cincinnati Fire Department members who opt into
the payroll deduction program in which contributions
are deducted automatically from their salaries. 

In 2021,
income

increased
by 20%.

demonstrating fiscal responsibility and transparency
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As demonstrated at the
bottom, the largest expense
to the Museum is staffing
followed by energy costs.

Basic gym equip
amounting to $1Financial Year in Review

EXPENSES

demonstrating fiscal responsibility and transparency



Contributions
recognizing the generosity that makes the CFM possible

The Cincinnati Fire 
Museum could not fulfill its
mission without the generosity of the 
support it receives from donors and foundations. 
It is with enormous gratitude that we present the
following list of 2021 supporters. 

P A G E  1 8

$10,000 and above
Patricia Kisker Foundation
Robert and Adele Schiff Family Foundation
The Marge & Charles J. Schott Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Hellen E. Allen Charitable Foundation
The Ahrens Family Foundation
Ensemble Theatre Cincinnati
Tom Hardy 
Carolyn and Gary Miller

$1,000 - $4,999
The Cincinnati Fire Foundation
Gary Gruber
Steve Hagy
Kemba
Norther Row Brewery and Distillery
S. E. Metzler
David and Nancy Moore
Ethan and Susan Pagliaro
The Roehr Agency
Gordon Rich
Michael and Digi Schueler
Silco Fire & Security
Unity Financial

$500 - $999
Box 13 Associates
Tim Burke

$200 - $499
Kimberley Abner
Robert  Blasing
Pamela and William  Brown
Dominic Cafeo
Stanley Carmichael
William Donovan
William Elfers
Suzanne Ellison
Joseph Evelo
Ashley Ford
Harry Goetz
Robert Kuhn
William  Long
Bennie Shepard
Barbara and David Swadener
Donald Yelton
The Jones Family
The George & Mary Jo Budig Family Foundation
 

Chris and Judy Dalambakis
Fire & Iron
Al Gerhardstein & Mim Gingold
Hollaender Manufacturing Co.
Lynn and Donald Larson
Darren and Gwen Mooney
Louis Rauh
Steelcase Foundation
Michael Washington
Dolores Williams
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Contributions

Julie McCabe
Jay and Suellen McKee
David Mullis
Mike Olando
Beverly and James Richardson
David Robinson
Daniel Rottmueller
Waldon Schaffer
C.J. Schott
John Sibert
John Skeen
Thomas Tallentire
Ronald Troeger
Jim Wheeldon
Leroy Wilder
Beth and Chip Wood

$1 - $99
John Backscheider
Terrance Baker
Constance Baker
William Brewster
Lesa Brown
Tine Cadand
Frank Camarca
Frank and Nicoletta Camarca
Barbara Clark
James Clark
Rodger Crauder
Dianne Crusan
Richard and Deborah Cunningham
Irene Dalambakis
Amanda Davenport
Eugene Dolan
Don Enginger
Ted Enzweiler
David Evans
The Henry Family
Paul Garbon
Keith & Nancy Gayer
Ronald Goens
Frank and Lois Gorrasi
Harrison Moose Lodge #2633
Betty Heldman
Elmer Henry
Stacey Hummeldorf
Don Hunsicker
Sara Jones

recognizing the generosity that makes the CFM possible

$100 - $199
Mary Allen 
Murielle and Vincent Bennett
Kenneth Boorom
Jo Ellen and Rodger Burt
Otis Chapman
Terry Childs
Thomas Crowthers
Edward Dadosky
Stacy and Wendell Herm 
Roberta Huff 
David Jones
Jack and Tari Kennamer
John & Phylis Landrum
Thomas Lane
Lynn Love
Harold Lucas
Carol and Randy Ludwig
Mike Malone
Arnold Mann
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Contributions
$1 - $99 cont.

Club 1853
This club is comprised of members of the Cincinnati
Fire Department who are enrolled as sustaining
donors in the payroll deduction continuous plan.  This
year, we had a record amount of firefighters
participate in the program, and received $15,879 of
donations by Club 1853.
Joshua Abner
Drew Ahern
John Aisenbrey
Michael Anderson
Melissa Arnold
Antonio Axle
Ashley Ba (Booker)
John Baer
Lawrence Baibak
Nykeba Banks
Jeffrey Bauman
Joseph Becker
Jason Becker
Scott Bepler
William Bland

recognizing the generosity that makes the CFM possible

Roscoe & Tiffany Pupillo
Jerry Ransick
Deborah and Richard Ransick
Richard Reesey
Mary Ries
David Rinck
Greg and Kim Roth
William Ruch
The Saunders Family
Dustin Schermbeck
Kay and William Schmithorst
Janice Schwartz
Terry Scott
Ilene & Marc Shapiro
Elizabeth Stelter
Deborah Stowell

Kenneth Kiefer
Karen Klaene
Charles Klahm
Julie Kroth
Thomas Kroth
Chris and Judy Kroth
Barbara and Daniel Kuhn
William Lack
Jerry Lange
Bobby Lazenby
Peter Leonard
Debbie Linneman
Linda Lunceford
Ernst Macke
Edward Meyer
Gerald Newman
Gerald Nieman
Jean Noll
Paul Obermeyer
Donna Phillips
Barbara and David Pragar

Rick Sunderhaus
Charles Theile
William Thullen 
Anthony Traum
Daniel Trimpe
Jackie and Tom Wagner
Patty Welsh
Ante William
John Winklebach



Contributions

Jerrell Brown
Damonte Brown
Keona R. Brown
Michael Harrison Brown
Rebecca Bryant
Brian Bucher
Darrell Bullock
James Bunner
Eric Burns
Ryan Burns
Markis Carey
Lasha Cauthen
Kenneth Christo
Matthew Clark
Seth Clement
Jordan Cochrane
Zachary Cranfill
Ryan Curtis
Breauna Dale
Ronald Dangerfield-Bracey
Megan E. Davidson
TreVaughn Q. Davis
John Deal
Jordan Dirr
Eric Driver
Kimberly Drummonds
Chad Duccilli
Jenna Duebber
Jenna Duebber
Clevon Dukes II

John Bloomfield
Shawn A Bogle
Daniel Boller Jr
Shawn Bonner
Jared Boots
Casey Boyd
Richard Breitenstein
Christopher Brown
Joel Brown

Alan Eccard
Mark Edsall
Michael Engelkamp
Dominic Faillace
Louis Faillace
Timothy (Jr) Findley
Matthew Flagler
Erin,Kelsey Fox
Brady Goins
Daniel Graham
Andrew Gramke
Anthony Greve
Jackson Griffin
Nick Guilkey
Michael Hafner
Chris Handley
Mark Hardin
Jonathan M. Hardman
David Harris
Jeffrey Hartman
Brian Hawkins
Perry Herbert
Jared Hicks
Richard Hines
Andrew Hines
Joseph Homan
Neil Houser
Damara Hunt
Chad I. Hunter
William Hursong Jr.
Mario Jackson
Cameron Jameson
Gregory Jeranek
Derek Riley Johnson

Matthew Johnson
David (Jr) Johnson
Andrew Todd Jones
Michael Kappa
Robert Kastner
Michael Kilcoyne
Joshua Kim
Jeffrey Klug
Nathaniel Kroeger
Adam Lacefield
Thomas Lakamp
Joseph Lang
Daniel Lang
Tyler Lang
Emma Leidenbor (Harper)
Drew Lenhardt
Robert Liston
Luke Lonneman
Cesar Lopez-Comacho
Ryan Lucas
William Lustenberger
Michael Lustenberger
Luke Lykins
Benjamin Marchioni
Adam M. Maurer
Anthony Mazzaro
Eric McCarthy
Robert J. McWilliams
Robert Mengler
Daniel Meyer
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recognizing the generosity that makes the CFM possible



Contributions
P A G E  2 2

recognizing the generosity that makes the CFM possible

Kylie Meyer (Baur)
Daniel T. Miller
Edward PJ Miller
Anthony Molfetta
Michael P. Monahan
Bryan Moore
Tyler Morgan
Antonio Murphy
Stephen Myers
Abigail V. Nienaber
Joseph O'Shea
Briana Oakley
Martin Oevermeyer
Mark Oliver
Tim Osner
Brian Otten
Benjamin Otto
Kenneth Peddicord
Justin Peter
Ronald Phelps
Gabriel Pitzer
Jason Plogmann
Matthew Presnell
John Raterman
Andrew J. Ratweman
Daniel Raterman
Scott Ray
Scott Rice
Charles Riefle
James Robben
Janos Roper
Mike Rosiello
Jared Runyon
Cody Saffell
Jena Samelak (Whitman)
Brent Sanders
Martin Schickel
Garry Schloemer

Jeffrey Schott
Ryan Schumann
Stephen Schwettmann
Maya Sepulveda
Natasha Simmons
Brianna Singer
Edward Sipniewski
Darryl Smith
Carlier Smyth
Christopher Snowden
Todd Stegmuller
Jason Stelter
Matthew Stickley
Bryan Stockelman
Micah Strong
Michael Swafford
Wayne Tate
David Taylor
Michael Taylor
Robert Jr. Thomas
Mark Thomas
Rick Tonnis
Anthony Traum
William Turley
James Turnage
Jamil Turner
Camela Turrin
Jeffrey Tyree
Joshua Volkerding
Corey Vollrath
Joshua Wagner
Erin Wallace
Bryan Washington
Mike Wentzel

Eric Whitis
John Williams
Joshua Williamson
Peter Willig
Roy II Winston
Brandon Wittwer
Pete Wood
Chad Woodrum
Kelvin Woods
Kristen Worth
Matthew Wright
Seth D. Wright
Douglas Wunder
Jacob Young
Michael Zimmerman
Joshua Zortman
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