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DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

As with all non-profits, and especially cultural institutions, 2020
proved to be an unprecedented year laden with challenges. We
started the year off strong, piggy backing on an excellent 2019, only
to take our greatest dive in visitorship ever. With COVID-19 plaguing
Cincinnati, the Fire Museum was forced to act quickly and utilize
technology in order to continue serving our important mission.

[ celebrated one year as the Museum’s Director in August. Instead of
fixating on the challenges, I chose to push hard and ensure our non-
profit not only survived the pandemic, but evolved in an impactful,

lasting way. I am grateful to say that we ended 2020 as a prosperous
year thanks to a supportive team, innovative thinking, and let’s be
honest, the SBA's Payroll Protection Program, which we were
fortunate to be approved for. ‘

"It is with
immense
gratitude that I
am able to draft

The Cincinnati Fire Museum is an extremely unique and important
institution in our community. We celebrate the nation’s first
professionally paid fire department - an amazing feat to boast!

We are the only museum in the city that saves lives by instilling fire a celebratory
safety prevention and education in the minds of youth. We have shared greport regarding
our firehouse with some of Cincinnati’s most celebrated institutions 2020."

with endeavors to continue our creative partnerships and keep

expanding our audience. These partnerships are documented later in this ’ ’
report and can be seen on our Facebook page @CincyFireMuseum as we
continue to develop our online series.

-Executive Director

It is with immense gratitude that I am able to draft a celebratory report regarding 2020. The firefighting
community, our members and supporters, and the public, have rallied around our museum and pulled us
through a year of extreme adjustments. It is with the sincerest feeling of appreciativeness that I say,
thank you. I will use all the succor and support that was given to us, to propel the Cincinnati Fire
Museum forward and continue evolving our important institution.

Sarah Strickland

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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STAFF AND BOARD

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Gary Miller, Treasurer and Vice President
American Red Cross, Ret.

Ray Panko, Secretary and Vice President
The Cincinnati Insurance Company

William Brown, Vice President
WEBCO, Inc.

Alvin Roehr, Vice President
The Roehr Agency, CEO

Roy Winston
Cincinnati Fire Department, Chief

Matt Alter
IAFF Local 48, President

Chris Dalambakis

Steelcase

Dan Driehaus
Driehaus Insurance Group, CEO

Vickie Goodson

Cincinnati Fire Department, Ret.

Jennifer Greis
American RV Storage
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Tom Hardy, President

Unity Financial Life Insurance, Inc., Founder

Ruby Miller
Public and Fire Retirees of Ohio

Cathy Ritter

Cincinnati Fire Department

Jason Stelter
Cincinnati Fire Department

Michael Washington

Cincinnati Fire Department, Assistant Fire Chief

Bryan Young
St. Bernard Fire Department, Chief

Hans Zimmer
Cors & Bassett

STAFF
Sarah Strickland

Executive Director

Alice Wize
Gift Shop and Admissions Manager

William "Gumby" Donovan
Events Coordinator
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Executive
Summary

The purpose of this report is to offer a snapshot of
the Cincinnati Fire Museum in 2020, which marked
the Museum's 40th anniversary. We closed our
doors from March 14 -June 17 during the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic and saw visitorship
decrease by 77% from the previous year. We were
forced to discontinue our junior firefighter
birthday parties, renting our event space, and
group tours (including school field trips and senior
citizen outings). As you can imagine, this created a
difficult economic situation for our non-profit.

Fortunately, things weren't all bad. We held our
first ever virtual fundraiser, raising S21k. Other
significant achievements include updating every
light bulb in the three stories of our firehouse to
LEDS for better illumination of our exhibits and to
be more energy efficient. Also, with the help of a
partner, we were able to restore a 1917 Ahrens-Fox
fire apparatus to operating condition, pictured
below.
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Mission
Statement
_—

To share and celebrate
the history of firefighting
in Cincinnati, while
providing a unique fire-
safety experience.

Our Vision

N
To bring the

traditions of

firefighting to life in
a museum that helps
save lives.
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THE CFM COLLECTION

The Cincinnati Fire Museum's Collection is comprised
of over 700 items plus a sizeable archive of photos,
documents, and records. It represents the firefighting
history of Cincinnati from the very first volunteer fire
company formed in 1808. The fire alarm drum and
brass key to the first fire house in 1808, along with
parade hats, impressive hand pumped engines, and
wooden water pipes have been displayed to illustrate
the exciting bucket brigade years of the Cincinnati
Fire Volunteers.

In 1852, Shawk and Latta of Cincinnati built the
nation's first steam fire pumper. This invention paved
the way for Cincinnati to establish the first
professional fire department in the United States in
1853.

The exhibits highlighting this important period feature
an impressive horse-drawn steam pumper, ladder
wagons, helmets, badges, and many more fascinating
items.

In 1917, Cincinnati became one of the nation's first fully-motorized fire companies, and the Ahrens-Fox
Company of Cincinnati emerged as a leading builder of fire equipment. Two full-size Ahrens-Fox Engines
in all their glory, are featured along with many other pieces of equipment. The outstanding collection of
artifacts and graphics are the nucleus of the Cincinnati Fire Museum, making it a unique and prominent
national attraction.

In 2020 the Fire Museum accepted four paintings of
area fire scenes from local artist, Ned Stern. These
paintings are comprised of acrylic on canvas and will be
hung as a stand alone exhibit in 2021. Accessioning these
items has helped to develop our fire related fine arts
collection.
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FIRE SAFETY

The Cincinnati Fire Museum, in conjunction with the Cincinnati
Fire Department, operates a world-class fire safety education
program designed to teach participants how to prevent fires
within the home and how to protect themselves and escape
should a fire occur. The Museum presents information about fire
safety in a mock home environment. Docents, all active duty
firefighters who volunteer their time at the Museum, lead a tour

and discussion through several rooms of the home. In each
room, various fire and burn hazards are demonstrated and
explanations are offered as to how each can cause a fire and
what can be done to prevent it.

In 2020 our Fire Safety Education Program had a
major decline due to restricting groups of more than ten in
order to prevent the spread of COVID-19. We served 2,758
visitors, an astonishing decline compared to 2019 in which we

served 8,057 visitors. In order to ensure schools and families

can participate in our program, we keep the group rate at a

minimum cost - only S$3 per student. We depend on gifts

from donors and foundations to keep this cost affordable to

the community. The Cincinnati Fire Museum is currently the

only institution in Cincinnati that saves lives through fire P
prevention. This is a vital role that the Museum plays and a '

significant part of our mission. Our program endeavors to

make fire prevention everyone's responsibility and to reduce ’

the number of fires and fire related deaths to help our city

have a healthier and safer future.
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VISITORSHIP

2020 Admissions by Month

As it's been reported repeatedly Dec 154
throughout this document, the Museum's Nov 138
visitorship was severely decreased by the ‘ -

e Jan 485

pandemic. This is demonstrated in the

side graph that documents the number of Oct 302

visitors we had per month. We were
mandated to close our doors from mid-
March to mid-June and when we did

reopen, we followed health officials'
Sep 306

- Feb 585

Aug 245! . T Mar175
vnprilﬂ

July 266 ax @

recommendations to not organize events
that required a gathering of more than
ten people. This meant we discontinued

tours, special events, and our junior
firefighter birthday parties, all which
always embody an element of fire safety

education.
June 102

Visitorship
decreased by
77% from the
previous year

due to COVID-

19.

Photo courtesy of ChiliDog Pictures and Hartong Digital Media

CFM | ANNUAL REPORT 2020 PAGE 6



(@ CINCINNATI

VIRTUAL LEARNING
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In order to adapt to the new restriction of
having ten or less people gather at one time, and
to accommodate schools who began remote
learning, the Museum introduced virtual tours.
Teachers, scout leaders, daycare workers and
other activity managers, are now able to book
tours using this virtual option. Tours are
conducted via Zoom by firefighters at the
Museum.

On the right, Cincinnati firefighter and museum
volunteer, Charles Riefle, leads a group from the
Boys and Girls Club through the Safe House

exhibit. Photo courtesy of ChiliDog Pictures and Hartong Digital Media
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ONLINE SERIES

CKFM
Online
Series.
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Our most valuable lesson learned during the pandemic was
the need to be creative and pro-active in order to serve our
mission outside the brick and mortar of our museum. We
began doing this by introducing a distance learning series
that provides viewers with fire safety and history
presentations led by Cincinnati firefighters. The series also
includes prominent members and organizations from our
community reading fire themed storybooks and celebrating
their organizations. We were fortunate to welcome JMR,
conductor of Cincinnati POPS, who married the sounds of
firefighting with music; a zookeeper from the Cincinnati Zoo
who brought in an African Penguin to tour our galleries with
an active duty firefighter; Congressman Brad Wenstrup
stopped by to read Molly, by Golly!: The Legend of Molly
Williams, America's First Female Firefighter, and we hosted
many more notable guests.

Our online
series
generated

42.000
viewers
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ONLINE SERIES

2020 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
EVENT TITLE DATE

DISTANCE.

LEARNING Kitchen Safety with Firefighter Gerald Belle 3/31/2020

SAFETY

When Horses were Firefighters with Firefighter Charles Riefle 4/1/2020

When Duty Calls with Firefighter Brian Doering 4/6/2020

Fire Prevention in the Home with Firefighter Gerald Belle 4/14 /2020

Ask a Firefighter with Firefighter Brian Doering 4/15/2020
CFM Kid Friendly Interactives 4/20/2020
4,/22/2020

How to I—"roperly Use a Fire Extinguisher with Firefighter Gerald Belle 4/24 /2020
Cali the Fire Dog Teaches Fire Safety with HBF Firefighter Yolla Montalbin 4/27/2020
Storytime with John Morris Russell: The Fire Engine Book 4/29/2020

®id with Firefighter Gerald Belle 5/5/2020

Storytime with Gold Star's Roger David: Clifford the Firehouse Dog 5/6,/2020
Storytime with FC Defender Nick Hagglund: 5/8,/2020

Curious George and the Firefighters
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EVENT TITLE

Storytime with Commissioner Denise Driehaus:

The Berenstain Bears Visit the Firehouse

Storytime with Congressman Brad Wenstrup: Molly, by Golly!

Storytime with Channel 12's Bob Herzog: Pete the Cat: Firefighter Pete

Storytime with UC Tennis Player Amanda Huser: I Want to be a Firefighter

Storytime with taste of Belgium owner Jean-Francois Flechet:

A Day in the Life of a Firefighter

Storytime with ClockworkDJ: Happy to be Nappy by bell hooks

Summer Outdoor Safety with Firefighter Gerald Belle

Q102's Natalie Jones Tours the CFM with Firefighter Brian Doering

Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra Performance at the CFM

Storytime with Q102's Mollie Watson: This is the Firefighter

olly Wellman Visits the Fire Museum!

Storytime with Councilman P.G. Sittenfeld:
Lego City: Fight this Fire

Live from Fireside Pizza; Former Home to Fire Co. 16 with Firefighter

Justin Peter

The Cincinnati Zoo Brings an African

Penguin to Visit the Fire Museum with Firefighter Gerald Belle
Ask a Firefighter with Firefighter Charles Riefle
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DATE

5/13,/2020

6,/2,/2020

6,/3,/2020

6,/8,/2020

6,/9,/2020

6,/13,/2020

6,/17,/2020

7/2,/2020

8,/7/2020

8,/21/2020

9,/9,/2020

9/23,/2020

10,/2,/2020

10,/5,/2020

10,/13 /2020
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SANTA RESCUE

The Cincinnati Fire Museum was excited to
continue the popular holiday event, the Santa
Rescue, scheduled on Saturday, November 28th at
12 p.m. This was the second annual event of its
kind, in which Santa was rescued from atop the
Museum roof by the brave firefighters of the
Cincinnati Fire Department Ladder Truck 3. The
event looked a bit different than last year due to
the present pandemic. The event was free for all
and the rescue was viewed from the comfort of
spectators' cars thanks to the generosity of Chavez
Properties allowing us the use of their lot directly
across the street from the Museum. The inside of
the Fire Museum was closed on this day as a safety
precaution to limit the potential spread of COVID-
19. Guests were asked to wear masks if they exited
their vehicles during the rescue.

CINCINNATI
In partnership with the Cincinnati Fire

Department, we were able to offer the community 2
a free, safe, outdoor event during an SANTA RESCUE! p® >

November 28 | noon sharp

CINCINNATI FIRE MUSEUM

unprecedented holiday season.

© The HARTONGS
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2020 HAPPENINGS

The Cincinnati Fire Museum was privileged
to present special guests of the Cincinnati
Symphony Orchestra to perform on the
apparatus floor of the Fire Museum. The CSO
quintet beautifully married firefighting with
the orchestra in an arrangement of Firemen’s
Quickstep March by Assoc. Principal Trumpet
Douglas Lindsay. Also performed were
selections from Handel's Water Music. v
Musicians included: Elizabeth Freimuth, Firemen’s Quickstep March
French Horn | Douglas Lindsay, Trumpet |

Arrangemant by Douglas Lindsay

Steven Pride, Trumpet | Cristian Ganicenco,
Trombone | Richard Jensen, Percussion

——————————————————————————

We partnered with Science Around Cincy (SAC) to
explore the science behind flash overs and provide
fire safety education. Together, with the
Cincinnati Fire Department, we demonstrated the
chemistry of fire and explored ways to stay safe.
These SAC videos are now on display in our
basement level theatre at the Museum.

CHEMISTRY

AN
o CTIENCE
AROUND q’
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2020 CFM
VIRTUAL FUNDRAISER
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THE CFM VIRTUAL FUNDRAISER

The Cincinnati Fire Museum hosted our first

)

ever virtual fundraiser on November 14 of 2020.
We promised our "attendees" a fun-filled hour
hosted by Q102's Mollie Watson and Cincinnati
firefighter comedic ventriloquist, Denny Baker.
The event included three special musical

The 2020
CFM Virtual

Fundraiser
raised $22K

appearances and an online auction. We
provided some exciting auction items,
including a one-week stay at a condo in Ft.
Meyers, a private soccer lesson by FC
Cincinnati Defender Nick Hagglund, a family
membership to MerchyHealh HealthPlex, box
seat tickets for 2020-2021 Bengals season, a
pizza party by Fireside Pizza... the list goes on!
We are happy to report that the fundraiser
raised $21,000.
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VIRTUAL FUNDRAISER
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FINANCIAL YEAR IN REVIEW

INCOME

The Cincinnati Fire Museum

$320.77

relies heavily on donations for
operating support. These
donations come in the form of

® Fundraising
gifts from individual donors, $635.02

foundations and grant awards,  $1,090.00 \

memorial gifts, and corporate

® Admissions
m Gift Shop Sales

i Firefighter Contributions
support. We also receive support

.. R 15,591.00
from the Cincinnati Fire 3

® Fvent Space

m Memberships
Department members who opt ¢

into the payroll deduction plan ol

. . . | |
and have automatic contributions Interest Earned

deducted from their salary.

EXPENSES —m—™

11,740.23 $183.15 ® Staffing
: As demonstrated to the left,

$4,366.18
® Fundraising and Events the largest expense to the
$10,848.1 Museum is staffing followed
$3,555.3 B Gt Shopdtems by insurance, legal and

m Utilities (water, phone, professional fees.

internet)

$13,

_ : u Duke Energy
$6, 1( |
/’ Website/technology

m Building Maintenance

m Office Supplies and Admin
Expenses

® [nsurance, Legal, and
Professional Fees
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The Cincinnati Fire Museum could not fulfill our mission

without the generosity of the support it receives from
donors and foundations. It is with enormous gratitude
that we present the following list of 2020 supporters.

$10,000 and above

Robert and Adele Schiff Family Foundation
Tom Hardy

$5,000 - $9,999
Ahrens Family Foundation
Gary & Carolyn Miller

$1,000 - $4,999

Tim Burke, Manley Burke LPA
Cincinnati Fire Fighters Union Local 48
Chris & Judy Dalambakis

Barnes Dennig

Dan Driehaus

Farmer Family Foundation

The Cincinnati Fire Foundation

Gary Gruber

Gwen & Darren Mooney
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$1,000 - $4,999 cont.

Joseph Newcomb

Ethan and Susan Pagliaro
Gordon Rich

Charles Scott Riley Ill Foundation
Alvin Roehr

Silco Fire & Security

Steelcase Foundation

Unity Financial Life Insurance

$500 - $999

Robert Blasing

Box 13 Associates
Richard Braun

Lee & Allison Bushman
Joe Desmond

William and Rita Diss
Steve Hagy

HORAN Wealth Management
The Jones Family
Kemba

Bob Kuhn

David & Nancy Moore
Michael Napier

Doug Tieman
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Jacklyn Ady

John Backscheider
Kenneth Boorom
George & Mary Jo Budig Family Foundation
Rick Cantrell

The Carmichael Family
Terry Childs

William Elfers

Fire Retirees of Cincinnati Inc.
Michael Geopping
Mary & Jack Gimpel
Harry Goetz

Wayne Graff

HGC Construction
Nancy & Fred Habegger
Wendell Herm

Marty & Tom Humes
David Jones

Daniel Kuhn

Thomas Lane

Thomas Marzheuser
Raymond Panko

Louis Rauh

Cathy Ritter

Dustin Schermbeck
John Schutte

Robert Studt & Deb Poland
Rick Sunderhaus
Swapalease

Cindy Switzer

Ronald Troeger

Michael Washington
Paul Weber

Helen Whalen

James Wheeldon

Leroy Wilder

Beth & Chip Wood

Loth Inc.
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$100 - $199

Jerry Baumgartner

Kurt Brickweg

The Brodbeck Family
Lacey Calloway

Otis Chapman
Cincinnati Police Narcotics Unit
Robert Coletti

Lenora Combs
Meghan Cummings
Irene Dalambakis
John Dedl

George DeRemer
Jenny DeRemer
Robert Duerler
George Durkee

Ted Enzweiler

Jerry Ernst

Fred Foraker

Ashley Ford

Nancy & Paul Gaffney
Amy & Michael Geers
Walter Gibler
Courtney Grace

Jim Habegger
Rosemary Habegger
David Herth

Michael Hines

Bridget & Mark Hubbard
Roberta Huff

Richard Kammerer & Tim Cagle
Jack & Tari Kennamer
Bernard Klaene
Robert Kuhn

Marion Kuhn

Toni LaBoiteaux
William Lack

John & Phylis Landrum
Dan Lehr

Leroy Leist

Gary Lessis
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James Long

William Long

Harold Lucas

Ernst Macke

Zimmer Heating & Cooling
Dave & Laurie Marsh
Bob & Fran Marsh

Louis Martini

Mark Maxwell

Bobby & Amanda McGrew
Marilyn & Jan Methlie
Edward Meyer

Morgan Hoffman Family
David Mullis

John Nagy

Laura Nestor

Samuel Peterson
Roscoe & Tiffany Pupillo
Arnold Ralenkotter
Richard Roberts
Waldon Schaffer

Ann Schooley

Jason Stelter

Ashley Ba (Booker)
John Baer

Nykeba Banks
Jeffrey Bauman

Jarred Beckenhaupt
Joseph Becker
Jason Becker
Abigail Beluska (Nienaber)
Scott Bepler
William Bland

John Bloomfield
Dustin Bobo

Daniel Boller Jr.
Shawn Bonner
Patrick Borgemenke
Casey Boyd

Joel Brown

Jerrell Brown
Damonte Brown
Rebecca Bryant
Brian Bucher

Darrell Bullock
James Bunner

Stephen Shaw Eric Burns
James Shearman Ryan Burns
Phillip Telinda Markis Carey
Charles Theile Lasha Cauthen
Mike Vonder Mulen Kenneth Christo
Marlee Zingraf Matthew Clark
Seth Clement
Club 1853 Jordan Cochrane
This club recognizes members of the Cincinnati Fire Department who Zachary Cranfill
are enrolled as sustaining donors in the payroll deduction continuous Ryan Curtis
plan. This year, we had a record amount of firefighters participate in Breauna Dale
the program, creating the largest amount of donations ever received Ronald Dangerfield-Bracey
by Club 1853. John Deal
Jordan Dirr
Joshu Abner Eric Driver
Drew Ahern

_ Kimberly Drummonds
John Aisenbrey Chad Duccilli

Michael Anderson Clevon Dukes |l

Antonio Axle Alan Eccard
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Mark Edsall
Michael Engelkamp
Dominic Faillace
Louis Faillace
Timothy (Jr) Findley
Matthew Flagler
Brady Goins
Daniel Graham
Andrew Gramke
Anthony Greve
Jackson Griffin
Nick Guilkey
Michael Hafner
Chris Handley

Eric Hardesty
Mark Hardin
Jonathan M Hardman
David Harris
Jetfrey Hartman
Brian Hawkins
Perry Herbert
Jared Hicks
Richard Hines
Andrew Hines
Jacob Hoffbauer
Neil Houser
Damara Hunt
William Hursong Jr.
Mario Jackson
Cameron Jameson
Gregory Jeran
Derek Riley Johnson
Matthew Johnson
David (Jr) Johnson
Adrew Todd Jones
Harold Jones
Michael Kappa
Robert Kastner
Joshua Kim
Jeffrey Klug
Nathaniel Kroeger
Adam Lacefield
Thomas Lakamp
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Joseph Lang

Daniel Lang

Emma Leidenbor (Harper)
Robert Liston

Luke Lonneman
Cesar Lopez-Comacho
Ryan Lucas

William Lustenberger
Michael Lustenberger
Luke Lykins

Anthony Mazzaro
Eric McCarthy
Robert J. McWilliams
Robert Mengler
Daniel Meyer

Kylie Meyer (Baur)
Edward PJ Miller
Anthony Molfetta
Michael P Monahan
Bryan Moore

Tyler Morgan
Antonio Murphy
Stephen Myers
Joseph O'Shea
Briana Oakley

Mark Oliver

Tim Osner

Brian Often
Benjamin Otto
Justin Peter

Ronald Phelps
Gabriel Pitzer

Jason Plogmann
John Raterman
Daniel Raterman
Scoftt Ray

Scott Rice

Charles Riefle
James Robben
Joseph Robertson
Janos Roper

Mike Rosiello

Cody Saffell
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Jena Samelak (Whitman) Brandon Wittwer

Brent Sanders Pete Wood
Garry Schloemer Chad Woodrum
Jeffrey Schott Kelvin Woods
Ryan Schumann Kristen Worth
Stephen Schwettmann Matthew Wright
Natasha Simmons Douglas Wunder

Brianna Singer Jacob Young
Edward Sipniewski
Darryl Smith

Carlier Smyth
Christopher Snowden
Todd Stegmuller
Jason Stelter
Matthew Stickley
Bryan Stockelman
Micah Strong
Michael Swafford
Wayne Tate

David Taylor

Michael Taylor
Andrew Thieken
Robert Jr. Thomas
Mark Thomas
Matthew Todd

Rick Tonnis

Joshua Zortman

Anthony Traum
William Turley
Jamil Turner
Camela Turrin
Jetfrey Tyree
Joshua Volkerding
Corey Vollrath
Joshua Wagner
Erin Wallace

Mike Wentzel

Eric Whitis

John Williams
Joshua Williamson
Roy Il Winston
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